we may truly say it is killed by the poison, and in the language of John Hunter, that " fatal yellow fever is the death of the blood it wells up in floods from the mucous surface of the stomach in the form of black vomit; it escapes from the gums, the nostrils, the eyes, the ears, even the skin itself, in any or every part, and after death it will be seen to have lost all the character and composition of blood, being found in its vessels like the lees of port wine, or the grounds of coffee. But as 1 know well from dire experience, the affection from the first must be essentially gastric. The vomitings at the beginning are always in themselves clear and clean, presently they become somewhat ropy, then brown, dark, and darker till at last the attenuated blood, escaping from its vessels and mixing with the gastric fluids, comes up under the form of black vomit. Meanwhile the functions of the brain will be restored and retained. Self-possesion and courage ordinarily characterize the disease. In one of those terrible bursts of yellow fever at Gibraltar, about the beginning of the present century, the governor directed the medical staff to be assembled for the purpose of resolving on the best means of staying the pestilence. Having waited several days for the report he became impatient, and was informed that, as soon as the conclave had met, they fell into hot dispute as to whether the disease was contagious or infectious, and the point was not then decided. I think the conference ended in a resolution to fire and keep firing all the guns of the fortress for a whole day which was accordingly done to the great astonishment of the adjacent countries and' seas. The above is taken from an excellent, but, I fear, unpublished report of Colonel Wright of the ordnance department, who was then at Gibraltar. It may be proper, moreover, to add, that whenever the terms pestilence and pestilential occur they are not to be taken as implying contagion unless it be so stated.
